• FEB-0'6-2009 18:20 7134792169 7134792169 P. 006 

RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

FEB 0 6 2009 

PATENT 
Application No. 10/779,989 
Atty Dkt No. STRR/00O4.C1 - 7853.0006 

Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows; 
1 -34 (Previously Cancelled). 

35. (Currently Amended) A disposable ampoule opener in combination with an ampoule, 
wherein the ampoule inoludmg - ai^ e longat e d - m e mber-fo^ 

tip portion^ has a lower liquid portion capable of containing liquid and an upper tip portion that is 
narrower in diameter than the lower liquid portion, the ampoule farther having a neck portion 
disBfisgdhgtween tAeJowerJiquid portion_and_the upper tip portion, and wherein the disposable 
ampoule opener comprising comgrisgg a plastic elongated housing momb e r - that includes a first 
ek ) - nga te d^o tt& tn g- m e mb ^ r that includes a first elongated housing section and a second elongated 
housing section hingedly connected to the first elongated housing section , the firgt and second 
e longat e d housing s e ctions having and at least one latch capable of securing the first elongated 
housing section to the second elongated housing section to - d e fin e and defining an inner cavity 
shaped to receive a portion of the ampoule, wherein the plastic elongated housing includes (a) an 
open housing end, (b) a closed housing end, {c} sidewalls disposed between the open housing 
end and the closed housing end, the sidewalls having an outer housing surface and an inner 
housing surface forming at least a portion of the inner cavity, wh e r e in (d) at least one inner rib 
oiroum s orib es circumscribing at least a portion of the inner housing surface proximate the open 
housing end; and (e) a lid secured to th e housing proximate the open housing end, the lid being 
capable of a closed position and an open position. 

36. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in claim 35, wherein the lid includes an aperture and at least one of the houoing 
mombor oootions elongated housing sections includes a protrusion sized to fit into the aperture. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in of claim 35* wherein at least one of the elongated housing sections is fully or partially 
transparent. 

38. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in of claim 35, wherein each of the elongated housing sections is opaque and the lid is 
transparent. 

39. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined, with an ampoule as 
recited in of claim 35, wherein at least one of the elongated housing sections includes eae two or 
more outer ribs- ridges* 

40. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in of claim 35 3 wherein the fir s t - and se cond - ^ongat e d"lx^>ng ^e otk>ns4ne t ^ plastic 
elongated housing includes two latches capable of securing the first elongated housing section to 
the second elongated housing section to define the inner cavity. 

41. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in ef claim 35, wherein the lid includes a substantially planar outer surface with a raised 
portion having a predetermined shape. 

42. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in *f claim 35, having at looot ono broken ond of a plastic otrip for connecting the 
ampoule oponor to another disposable ampoule opener that forma - a - se rie s^g - houoing - Qeotiona 
positioned pamllol to ono another in which the lid is hingedly secured proximate the open 
housing end by a hinge that includes a first plastic hinge member and a second plastic hinge 
member, which are rotatable relative to one another, wherein the first plastic hinge member is 
stationary relative to the plastic housing and the second plastic hinge member is stationary 
relative to the lid . 
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43. (Currently Amended) A disposable ampoule opener in combination with an ampoule, 
wherein the ampoule «x>ludingsan -e longated m e mb e r that oompri ses a body,-a ocok - portioo - and a 
tip-porsion; has_a_lower liquid portion capable of containing liquid and an upper tip portion that is 
narrower in diameter than the lower liquid_^j^ having a neck portion 
disposed between the lower liquid portion and the upper tip portion, and wherein the disposable 
ampoule opener comprising comprises a plastic elongated housing rn ^ mb^ - that - inel^d e g - a - fir s t 
e k>ng^ e d - houging - m e mb e r that includes a first elongated housing section and a second elongated 
housing section hingedly connected to the first elongated housing section , tho first and second 
e longot e d - housing - s e otions having and at least one latch capable of securing the first elongated 
housing section to the second elongated housing section to - dcfi« e and defining an inner cavity 
shaped to receive a portion of the ampoule, wherein _the__plastic elongated _ho_using further 
includes (aV an open housing end, £b) a closed housing end, {c} sidewalk disposed between the 
open housing end and the closed housing end, the sidewalls having an outer housing surface and 
an inner housing surface forming at least a portion of the inner cavity; and £d) a lid secured to the 
housing proximate the open housing end, the lid being capable of a closed position and an open 
position, tho olongated - mombor - a^kionally - inoluding and .(e) a latch to mechanically secure the 
lid in the closed position. 

44. (Currently Amended) A disposable ampoule opener in combination with an ampoule, 
wherein the ampoule kKfodktg-an olongat e d - meB^i^atKjQmpris eg ^ - ^^ 

tip portion, has a lower liquid portion capable of containing liquid and an upper tip portion that is 
narrower in diameter than the lower liquid portion, the ampoule further having a neck portion 
disposed between the lower liquid portion and the upper^tip portion, and wherein t he ampoule 
opener compri s ing comprises a plastic elongated housing member that; (a) includes a first 
elongated housing section and a second elongated housing section; (b) is capable of being in an 
open position or a closed position; (c) is capable of defining an inner cavity shaped to receive at 
least the upp er tip portion of the ampoule when in the closed position; (d) has an open housing 
end and a closed housing end when in the closed position; (e) has sidewalls disposed between the 
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open housing end and the closed housing end, the sidewalls having an outer housing surface and 
an inner housing surface that forms at least a portion of the inner cavity; (f) has at least one inner 
rib or rib section that fully or partially circumscribes at least a portion of the inner housing 
surface proximate the open housing end, to clamp the ampoule at the neck portion; (g) includes a 
lid secured to at least one of the first or second elongated housing sections proximate the housing 
end, the lid being capable of being in a closed or an open position. 

45. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in ef Claim 44, wherein one of the first or second elongated housing sections prox i mat e 
th e- housvft g- e a d has the lid secured thereto proximate the open housing end : the lid is hingedly 
secured; and the other of the first or second elongated housing sections proximate tho houoing 
Gad has a latch capable of securing the lid in a closed position. 

46. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing is cylindrical. 

47. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing comprises polypropylene. 

48. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the first and second elongated housing sections are hingedly connected to one 
another, 

49. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the first and second elongated housing sections are hingedly connected to one 
another at the closed housing end. 

50. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing includes a latch to secure the first elongated housing 
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section to the second elongated housing section when the plastic elongated housing is in a closed 
position, 

• 51. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing includes two latches to secure the first elongated 
housing section to the second elongated housing section when the plastic elongated housing is in 
a closed position. 

52 > (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing includes only a single latch to secure the first 
elongated housing section to the second elongated housing section, wherein the latch is located 
closer to the open housing end than to the closed housing end. 

53. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing includes a latch to secure the first elongated housing 
section to the second elongated housing section, wherein the latch includes a first latch member 
which comprises an elongated aperture and is affixed to the first elongated housing section and a 
second latch member which comprises an elongated protrusion and is affixed to the second 
elongated housing section, and wherein the elongated protrusion is sized and shaped to fit into 
the elongated aperture of the first elongated housing section and hold the first and second 
elongated housing sections together. 

54. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the lid has an outer diameter that is larger than the outer diameter of the plastic 
elongated housing when the first and second housing sections are in a closed position. 

55. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the lid has an irregular oval shape. 
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56. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the lid has a rectangular shape. 

57. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44„ wherein the lid is hingedly connected to either the first or second elongated housing sections. 

58. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the lid is hingedly connected to either of the first or second elongated housing 
sections by a plastic hinge that includes a first hinge surface affixed to the first or second 
elongated housing sections, a second hinge surface affixed to the lid and an indentation disposed 
between the first hinge surface and the second hinge surface, which indentation serves as an axis 
around which the second hinge surface can rotate such that the lid is capable of an open or closed 
position. 

59. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the lid has an outer surface with one or more ridges. 

60. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the lid has an outer surface that includes a company logo. 

61. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44 s wherein the housing is cylindrical and includes from 2-5 ridges on the outer surface of the 
housing, where such ridges circumscribe at least half of the circumference of the outer surface of 
the housing and where at least one half of the length of the housing is smooth and has no ridges. 

62. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein a rib section is provided that is proximate the open housing end and circumscribes 
the inner surface of either the first or second housing sections but does not fully circumscribe the 
inner surface of the plastic housing, 
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63. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein a first rib section is provided that is proximate the open housing end and 
circumscribes the inner surface of either the first or second housing sections but does not fully 
circumscribe the inner surface of the plastic housing; and wherein a rib is provided that is 
between the first rib section and the closed housing end and that circumscribes the entire inner 
surface of the plastic housing. 
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